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Space production of port city: Case study of Marseille

LI Xiaoning', ZHUANG Peijun’’
( 1.Zhejiang Collaborative Innovation Center for Land and Marine Spatial Utilization and Governance Research, Ningbo University,
Ningbo 315211, China; 2.College of Science & Technology Ningbo University, Cixi 315300, China; 3.College of Maritime and
Transportation, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315832, China )

Abstract: With the transformation and upgrading of the port industry, the traditional function of the inner-city
areas of port city as transportation hubs has been weakened, and the spatial transformation of old port areas and
the production of new spaces have been a concern for society and academia. This paper takes the spatial renewal
of Marseille inner-city port area as an example, and constructs a qualitative analysis framework for the spatial
transformation of port cities based on the power and capital viewpoint of spatial production theory. By
combining entropy TOPSIS, efficacy cumulative model and multiple regressions are established to quantitatively
analyze its spatial renewal effect and driving factors. The results show that: 1) Marseille has achieved spatial
renewal through key measures such as facility renewal and cultural creation. There has been an overall increase
in the level of spatial renewal from 1995 to 2020, but with differences in land area, urban facilities, employment
and investment indicators, the overall level of effectiveness of spatial production in the subsystem has steadily
increased from 1995, but the slow growth in spatial conservation efficiency has constrained the overall level of
effectiveness improvement. 2) The transformation of Marseille from an industrial trade space to a tourist and
leisure space is driven by a combination of power and capital at different scales. Meanwhile, the port-city of
Marseille space embodies a triadic dialectical fusion of spatial practices, spatial representations and
representational spaces. This study is intended to shed some insights on the effectiveness and driving
mechanisms of urban regeneration in China’s historic port cities in the context of the “Maritime Silk Road”
initiative.

Key words: spatial reproduction; city renewal; port-city space; Marseille; tourism space
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