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Study on Tourism Economy’s Space-time Differences and
Polarization in Shandong Province

YU Zhen-hail, ZHANG Dian-fal*, MA Ren-fengl’z, ZHUANG Ru-longl, MI Ke-na'
( 1.Faculty of Architectural Engineering, Civil Engineering and Environment, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211,China;
2.Zhejiang Marine Culture and Economy Research Center, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: Understanding the space-time differences of tourist industry is the precondition to develop tourism
economy and tourism planning. This paper is to measure the spatial differences and polarization in tourism
economic development of 17 cities in Shandong province using standard deviation, variable coefficient, the Gini
coefficient and Wolfson index. As a result, (1) Relative differences are gradually reducing and absolute
differences are gradually enlarging. (2) Tourism economy development presents the axial difference between
western and eastern Shandong, and three gradient patterns are formulated. (3) Well-developed tourism economy
cities are mainly concentrated in eastern Shandong and also some in middle Shandong, and Jining in southwest
Shandong, too. (4) Spatial polarization tendency in tourism economy is slowing down, and spatial equilibrium
for development tendency is noticeable.
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