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Analysis: Evolution of urban system in Zhejiang province from

the perspective of scale structure

YAN Hui-zhong', MA Ren-feng', WANG Yi-cheng'", YANG Yang', ZHOU Yu', YUAN Wen', Paul WALEY?
( 1.Faculty of Architectural, Civil Engineering and Environment, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China;
2.School of Ggeography, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT, UK )

Abstract: The urban scale structure has a direct impact on the distribution of the urban resources. Based on the
data on a variety of county population in Zhejiang Province, analysis is conducted using sequence size rule,

fractal theory and GIS on the evolution characteristics of urban scale system. The research is carried out from the
aspects of space and time. Results suggest that: (1) The city scale structure is in constant optimization process,
but the number of large cities does not stay stable. (2) The development scale of urban system has experienced

two stages: Rapid development of small towns and accelerated development of large cities. Hangzhou City, for
example, also experienced up and down during the development period. (3) Coastal and inland urban areas are
significantly different in spatial evolution. The area of Hangzhou Bay, Wen-Tai coastal area and Jinhua-Yiwu

area are more and more manifesting the characteristics of circle gathering effect.
Key words: city system; scale structure; fractal evolution; urban agglomeration around Hangzhou bay; Wen-Tai
coastal town belt



