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Comparison: Differences between city competitiveness in Zhejiang province
under new urbanization

YU Hai-bin, FENG Ge—qun*, MA Ren-feng, HE Chun-hua, ZHANG Duo, ZHANG Sai-sai, YAN Hui-zhong
( Faculty of Architectural, Civil Engineering and Environment, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: To compare the differences of city competitiveness in Zhejiang province, and to reflect the
comprehensive strength of each city, the data of 35 representative indices are analyzed based on the latest social
and economic statistical data by using the principal component analysis and comprehensive analysis method.
The result suggests that only Hangzhou belongs to the first tier; the second tier consists of Ningbo, Wenzhou and
Jiaxing; and the third tier covers the remaining 7 cities in the province. It can be concluded that the distribution
of cities in Zhejiang province takes the pyramid shape, with few cities at the top, some cities identified as weak
backbone in the middle, and more cities at the pyramid bottom. These findings indicate that the internal
economic structure needs to be further optimized.

K ey words: principal component analysis; new urbanization; intercity competition; Zhejiang province



