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Case Study: Community Resilience of Informal Settlement for
China’s Urban Village

YE Dan, FENG Ge-qun
( Faculty of Architecture, Civil Engineering and Environment, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: In developing countries, with the acceleration of globalization and the development of urbanization,
more and more people flow into urban areas, most of whom inhabit informal settlements, such as shanties and
shacks. However, these informal settlements face the risk of demolition and rebuilding because of the modern
city planning. The author tries to adopt the sociological resilient methodology by introducing the concept of
“resilience” into the study of informal settlements and uses urban village: The typical informal settlement in
China as a case study. In the study, villagers employment, migrant residents, and village collective are used as
the resilient subjects; the land expropriation, real estate development, and the inburst of migrant people are
selected as the disturbing factors. Based on this scheme, analysis is made on how the resilient subjects fulfill
their resilience under the disturbance described by the disturbing factors from the perspective of economic
structure, population structure, and institutional transition. The paper concludes that only by developing the
resilience of the informal settlement and obtaining the support from the government the adverse status quo of the
informal settlements can be improved.

Key words: informal settlement; urban village; resilience



