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Case study: Spatial evolution of hollow village in hilly area of
southeastern Hubei province

ZHANG Duo, FENG Ge-qun’
( Faculty of Architectural, Civil Engineering and Environment, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: By taking Shixia village as a typical example of hollow village in the southeast of Hubei province, the
population outflow is studied by means of field interview, semi-structured interview, on-site observation, and the
spatial evolution and micro-causes of hollow village are also analyzed. The study concludes with the following
findings: 1) The typical causes of the hollowing village are mainly attributed to the slow settlement and village
residential space waste; 2) The village has experienced the process of outflow and inflow, resulting the houses
with a mosaic pattern; 3) The rural public land is transferred to the township use, and the rural labor migration
has caused the seemingly hollowing of villages; 4) Shixia village has undergone the process from seemingly
hollowing to really hollowing, the main reason behind it is the consequent generation and transfer of the regional
households.

Key words. hollowing villages; hilly areas; settlement; spatial evolution



