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Evolution of regional differences in basic public service level in eastern China

DOU Si-min, MA Ren—feng*, ZHANG Yue
( Institue of Human Geography and Urban-rural Planning, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: Reducing the difference in basic public services among regions is an important prerequisite to
eliminate the regional development gap and achieve more balanced regional development in China. Analysis on
the differences existing in urban public services and the development of equalization proves challenging in terms
of enhancing the urbanization level of the urban agglomerations in eastern China. The three basic public services,
that is, education, culture and sports, health care, are regarded as the first level indicators to build the basic
public service level measurement system. Theil index and entropy method are used to gauge the general level
differences and the degree of deviation for different indexes amongst 88 cities in the eastern coast of China
covering year 1985, 1995, 2010 and 2015. Based on the results, the following conclusions can be reached: (1)
The general quality of basic public services in the cities of eastern China is not as high as expected, and the gap
is notable. The overall level of public services in the Yangtze River Delta and the Bohai rim are higher than that
in the Pearl River Delta region. (2) In the eastern coastal areas, the regional disparities of education, culture and
sports, health care services level have considerably widened. (3) The degree of disparity between different basic
public service indicators shows decreasing trend in general, which can be witnessed readily between the
high-level cities and the low level ones.

Key words: eastern region; public services; Theil index; entropy method



