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Spatial patterns and their influencing factors of traditional villages
in Yangtze river delta

XU Jinming, ZHU Yinan, NI Zhangjie, LI Fei, SUN Weiwei’
( Ningbo University-University of Angers Joint Institute, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: Taking 1074 traditional villages in the Yangtze river delta region (Jiangsu province, Zhejiang
province, Shanghai municipality and Anhui province) as research objects, ArcGIS and Excel are used to analyze
the spatial distribution characteristics of traditional villages in the Yangtze river delta region and their relations
with natural environment, social economy, history and culture, along with other influencing factors. Research
findings may be summarized as follows: (1) The traditional villages in the Yangtze river delta are characterized
by a distribution with an agglomeration pattern. (2) The space of traditional villages is extremely unbalanced in
terms of density. Judging from the municipal scale, they are mainly distributed in Huangshan city of Anhui
province, Lishui city of Zhejiang province, Jinhua city of Zhejiang province, Taizhou city of Zhejiang province,
Xuancheng city of Anhui province, Quzhou City of Zhejiang province and Hangzhou city of Zhejiang province.
(3) The traditional villages in the mountainous and hilly areas where the transportation infrastructure is lagging
behind and the economy is relatively at low level, and those in the areas where rivers are many, are densely
populated and the distribution pattern is largely influenced by the history, customs and culture. This study is
expected to provide helpful reference for the green and sustainable development of traditional villages in the
Yangtze river delta.
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